
 

Feijoa 
Feijoa is an important subtropical fruit crop widely grown in New Zealand, especially in 
the North Island. The fruit is valued for its unique aroma, flavor, adaptability, and 
relatively low management requirements. 

1. Climate Requirements 

Feijoa grows best under: 

 Mild temperate to subtropical climates  

 Cool winters and warm summers  

 Areas with moderate rainfall  

 Frost-free or light-frost regions during establishment  

In New Zealand, feijoas perform especially well in regions such as: 

 Waikato  

 Bay of Plenty  

 Auckland  

 Northland  

Feijoas require some winter chilling for good flowering and fruit set.  

 

2. Soil Requirements 

Ideal soil conditions include: 

 Well-drained loamy soils  

 High organic matter content  

 Soil pH: 5.5–7.0  

 Good moisture retention without waterlogging  

Before planting, growers usually incorporate: 

 Compost  

 Organic manure  

 Mulch  



 Balanced fruit-tree fertilizers  

Good drainage is essential because feijoa roots are sensitive to waterlogging.  

 

3. Propagation Methods 

A. Grafted/Cutting-Grown Plants 

Most commercial orchards in New Zealand use: 

 Grafted plants  

 Cutting-grown named cultivars  

Advantages: 

 Early bearing (2–3 years)  

 Uniform fruit size and quality  

 Better productivity  

Popular commercial cultivars: 

 Apollo  

 Mammoth  

 Unique  

 Triumph  

 Gemini  

 Wiki Tu  

B. Seed Propagation 

Seed-grown trees: 

 Take 5–7 years to bear  

 Show variability in fruit quality  

 Are mainly used for hedges or rootstocks  

 

4. Planting Technology 

Spacing 

Typical orchard spacing: 



 4–5 m between rows  

 3–4 m between plants  

Planting Season 

Best planting time: 

 Autumn (March–May)  

 Spring in colder areas  

Planting Procedure 

1. Dig pits larger than the root ball.  

2. Mix compost and organic manure with soil.  

3. Plant slightly above ground level to prevent water accumulation.  

4. Irrigate immediately after planting.  

5. Apply mulch around the root zone.  

 

5. Pollination Technology 

Feijoa flowers are pollinated mainly by: 

 Bees  

 Birds  

 Insects  

Although some cultivars are self-fertile, cross-pollination improves: 

 Fruit size  

 Yield  

 Fruit quality  

Commercial orchards usually plant two or more compatible cultivars together.  

 

6. Irrigation Management 

Young trees require regular irrigation for establishment. 

Critical stages for watering: 

 Flowering  



 Fruit set  

 Fruit enlargement  

Modern New Zealand orchards commonly use: 

 Drip irrigation  

 Micro-sprinklers  

Water stress can reduce fruit size and quality. Reddit growers also report that regular 
watering improves fruit size significantly.  

 

7. Nutrient Management 

Feijoa trees respond best to a balanced fruit-tree fertiliser with good potassium (K) and 
moderate nitrogen. In New Zealand, many growers successfully use citrus & fruit 
fertilisers because the nutrient requirements are very similar.  

Best Fertiliser Types for Feijoa 

Young Trees (1–3 years) 

Use: 

 Compost or well-rotted manure  

 Sheep pellets  

 Slow-release fruit tree fertiliser  

 Seaweed tonic occasionally  

This encourages strong root and branch growth.  

Mature Fruiting Trees 

Use: 

 Citrus & fruit fertiliser  

 Potassium-rich fertiliser  

 Controlled-release fertiliser in spring  

 Organic mulch + compost annually  

Potassium improves: 

 Flowering  

 Fruit size  



 Fruit flavour  

Too much nitrogen causes excessive leafy growth and fewer fruits.  

 

Recommended Fertiliser Schedule (NZ Conditions) 

Time Fertiliser Recommendation Purpose 

August–September 
(spring) 

Main application of fruit-tree 
fertiliser 

New growth and 
flowering 

Early summer Light follow-up feed Fruit development 

After harvest (autumn) Compost + sheep pellets 
Recovery and root 
health 

Many NZ gardeners feed every 3–4 months during active growth.  

 

Organic Fertiliser Options 

Good organic choices include: 

 Sheep pellets  

 Compost  

 Worm castings  

 Seaweed solution  

 Fish emulsion  

These improve soil biology and moisture retention.  

 

Fertiliser Application Tips 

 Spread fertiliser around the drip line, not against the trunk.  

 Water deeply after application.  

 Mulch afterward to retain moisture.  

 Avoid placing fertiliser directly in the planting hole.  

 

Signs of Nutrient Deficiency 



Symptom Likely Deficiency 

Pale yellow leaves Nitrogen 

Poor fruiting Potassium 

Slow growth General nutrient shortage 

Yellowing between veins Magnesium or iron 

NZ gardeners often correct mild yellowing with seaweed feed and balanced fruit 
fertiliser.  

 

Common NZ Products Used on Feijoa 

Examples commonly used by NZ gardeners: 

 Yates Thrive Citrus & Fruit  

 Scotts Osmocote Controlled Release  

 Citrus fertiliser blends  

 Sheep pellets  

 Organic compost mulches  

 

 

8. Training and Pruning 

Objectives 

 Improve sunlight penetration  

 Enhance air circulation  

 Maintain tree height  

 Increase fruiting wood  

Pruning Time 

Usually after harvest: 

 Late autumn  

 Early winter  

Heavy pruning is avoided because fruit develops on new-season growth.  



 

9. Pest and Disease Management 

Feijoa is relatively resistant to many pests and diseases. 

Common Problems 

 Guava moth  

 Scale insects  

 Mealybugs  

 Fruit fly  

 Leaf-rolling caterpillars  

Control Measures 

 Orchard sanitation  

 Monitoring  

 Organic sprays  

 Biological control  

 Proper pruning for airflow  

 

10. Harvesting Technology 

Harvest Indicators 

Fruit is harvested when: 

 It naturally drops from the tree  

 Flesh becomes soft and aromatic  

In New Zealand, harvest season is generally: 

 March to June  

Unlike many fruits, feijoas are usually not picked directly from the tree.  

 

11. Post-Harvest Handling 

Storage 

 Refrigeration extends shelf life  



 Fruit has relatively short storage life  

Processing 

Feijoas are processed into: 

 Juice  

 Jam  

 Chutney  

 Ice cream  

 Wine  

 Frozen pulp  

Commercial processing is important because fresh fruit is highly perishable.  

 

12. Importance of Feijoa in New Zealand 

Feijoa has become a culturally important fruit in New Zealand and is commonly grown 
in home gardens and orchards. The country is one of the world’s major feijoa producers. 
Seasonal abundance and local exchange of fruit are part of New Zealand gardening 
culture.  

 


